Koenings' Reeded Edge Half Newsletter #13 


April 15, 2020 
Dear Reeded Edge Half Collector: 


Sad to say, the Coronavirus has changed our way of life. Hopefully, you are staying out 
of harm's way. Maybe this Newsletter will help give you something else to think about. 


Most of you indicated an interest in Reeded Edge Halves when you purchased my book 
"REEDED EDGE HALF DOLLARS 1836 TO 1839, R-4 to R-8 DIE VARIETIES". 


My intention is to educate collectors further in the study of Reeded Edge Halves. I will 
continue to report such topics as follows: 


1. The 38 most common die marriages (started August, 2019 on a monthly basis). 
2. The results of recent auction sales of R-4 and rarer die marriages 
3. Have photos of interesting die stages 


4. Plan to have a 2nd Reeded Edge Half Dollar Census by November, 2021 


38 Most Common Die Marriages (continued) 


In March 15, 2020's Newsletter #12, I presented information and photos on the 1837 GR- 
9 die marriage. Next on the list, is the 1837 GR-12 die marriage. 


1837 GR-12 


Obverse 8 (in Graham's book) was used first on the 1837 GR-11 die marriage. Since it's 
Late Die Stage (LDS) has a crack that runs from the rim above Star 6 and continues 
across Liberty's Cap to Star 7, it is assumed that all 1837 GR-12 obverses have this crack. 
(see obverse photo on next page. 


Graham also says the "7 is higher than 183 and punched much deeper as it is almost twice 
as tall in relief as 183". 


1837 GR-12, JR-15, appears to be the second use of Obverse 8 and the first use of 
Reverse K in Graham's book. This variety is listed as R-2 (501 to 1,000 known) by 
Graham and his census was 66, 65, 65, 64+, 64, 64, 63, 63, 63, 61 and 61(PL) published 
in 2012. In my Reeded Edge Census reported in the J R Journal in November, 2018, I 
had: 63, 62, 62, 62, 60, 50, 50, 35 and 8 by JRCS and Bust Half Nut members. 





1837 GR-12, JR-15, NGC MS61 Obverse EDS 


Again, the two most important factors shown in the above photo are the crack through 
Liberty's Cap and the high relief of the 7 in the date. 





1837 GR-12, JR-15 NGC MS61 Reverse EDS 


Perhaps the single most important feature, of the above reverse photo, is the lump 
attached to the underside of the top shield border, nearly half way from the peak of the 
shield to the right corner. 


The crack from the left wing tip continuing along the base of UNITED and up to S and 
rim above and the crack along the bottom of STAT and OF AM appears weaker on the 
above specimen than the later crack in field under ATES O. 





1837 GR-12, JR-15, PCGS XF45 LDS Obverse (Courtesy of Heritage) 


In the above photo, a crack from Liberty's Cap to Star 7 now seems heavier and the crack 
from Star 7 to Star 10 and to the rim is now visible. There is also a crack from the field 
left of the base of the date that continues to the rim, right of date. Another crack from the 
tip of Liberty's bust now splits with one crack going to Stars 1 and 2 and ending at the 
rim below Star 3 and the other branch going up in the field and ending at the inner most 
point of Star 3. 





1837 GR-12, JR-15, PCGS XF45 LDS Reverse (Courtesy of Heritage) 


In this LDS photo, you will now see a crack going from the rim below 0 in 50 through the 
0 and continuing through the left claw and into the left leg and into the left wing. 
Another crack begins at A2 and continues along the outside edge of the eagle's wing to 
A3. 


The top right border appears to come down and touch the first bar below it. Again, most 
1837 reverses have an obvious gap between the top shield border and the bar below. 


PLEASE PAY SPECIAL ATTENTION TO THE 
FOLLOWING 


In the mid 1990's, Jules Reiver gave Dick Graham a copy of his 1988 Variety 
Identification Manual (VIM) on Reeded Edge Halves. Dick then spent many weekends 
studying Reeded Edge Halves with Jules. After Jules passed in 2004, Dick continued to 
study them for another 8 years and decided to write a new book on Reeded Edge Halves. 


After careful consideration, Dick decided to change the numbering system from JR 
numbers to GR numbers. Some of this had to do with new varieties being discovered and 
finding out that several of Jules varieties were not separate varieties but were actually 
different die stages of known varieties. For instance Jules' 1838 JR-13 was just a later die 
stage of his 1838 JR-17 and both were covered under the new 1838 GR-6 designation. 


However, when Dick made his "GR to JR Conversion Chart" he left out several JR 
numbers with no explanation. Among them was the Jules' 1837 JR-9 die marriage. 


Jules described his 1837 JR-9 die marriage as follows: 
"Obverse - 1837 almost even (I think he meant spaced), 7 high. Heavy lump 
between folds over left side of 1. *2, *3, *4 almost gone, corresponding 
weakness on reverse at bottoms of UNIT. 


Reverse - Perfect" 


On the next two pages, you will see photos of Jules' 1837 JR-9 die marriage that was sold 
by Heritage Coin Auctions on January 28, 2006, as Lot number 23371: 





1837 JR-9 NGC VF35 Obverse Reiver (courtesy of Heritage Auctions) 


I believe Dick Graham now owns the above coin. For some reason, Dick did not come 
up with a GR designation for this coin. When I look at it, I see the possibility that it may 
be a different die stage of 1837 GR-12 as the date looks to have the same spacing and the 
7 appears to have been punched deeper in the die (as Dick mentions in his book for GR- 
12). It appears to me that there is a die crack going from just below the point of Liberty's 
Cap and continuing through Star 7 to the rim (may be hard to see with the dark toning in 
the same area). 


John D. (a fellow Reeded Edge Half collector) noticed a line (may be a clash) that goes 
from the middle of Liberty's chin and arcs to Liberty's bust. This same line can be seen in 
Graham's book, 1837 GR-12, page 69 where it is illustrated as "Late Stage Bust Crack". 
Compare it to the Obverse photo shown on page 4 of this Newsletter. 
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1837 JR-9 NGC VF35 Reiver (Courtesy of Heritage Auctions) 


When looking at the above photo, I see a weakness in UNIT as Jules describes for his 
1837 JR-9. I also see a weakness in AME and the bottoms of TATE are wavy. It appears 
the top right border of the shield comes down and touches the bar below. Again, other 
1837 reverses normally have a gap in this area. 
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1837 GR-12, JR-9 Very Fine Obverse 


I purchsed the above coin in May, 2011 and immediately noticed that it fit the description 
of Jules' 1837 JR-9 die marriage. This was before Dick Graham's book was printed. 
When I sent photos to Dick, he could not confirm that it was an 1837 JR-9 (possibly 
because my photos were not the best). 
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1837 GR-12, JR-9 Very Fine Reverse 


When I compare the above reverse photo of my 1837 GR-12, I see many similar traits in 
Dick's 1837 JR-9. For instance, UNIT is also weak on my coin, TATE has a wavy base, 
AME is also weak on my coin and the rim is weak over AMERICA as on Dick's coin. I 
also see the lump in the shield that makes this coin an 1837 GR-12 die marriage. 


I would like all readers of my Newsletter to take a good look at 
the above two coins and let me know if you think they are both 
1837 JR-9's making them both also 1837 GR-12's. If you think 
they are different, I would also like to know. Please email me 


at bustcoin1l @ verizon.net . 
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Next month, in Newsletter #14, I will be showing photos and information on the 1837 
GR-13 die marriage. It is rated R-1 (over 1,000 known). 


Again, if you have any comments about Reeded Edge Half Dollars that I might include in 
future Reeded Edge Half Newsletters, please send them to: 


Jim Koenings 
P.O. Box 2382 
Riverside, CA 92516 


JRCS 


I strongly recommend that all collectors join JRCS. JRCS publishes it's J R Journal 
normally about 3 times a year. There is so much you can learn from these articles, such 
as New Discoveries, Census Information on all early silver issues, mint processes, die 
stage information and more. Membership is $25 per year. Anyone interested may 
contact W. David Perkins at wdperki@attglobal.net. 
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